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To the right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbor;fonne and heire ro 
the right noble 8 puiſſant George Earle of Shrewesbury, Waſhtord and Was 
tcrford, Earle Marſhal of England, Lord Talbot, Furniuall,Verdune,Louetoft, 
& Strange of Blackmeere,one of hir Maieſties moſt honorable privie councel, 
Juſtice of the forreſts and chates by north the riucr vi Trent,and | 
knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter, Ni- 
_ cholas Yong wiſheth increaſe of honour, 
with all happineſle, 


Ight honourable, {ance 1firft began to keepehouſein this Citie, it hath 
been no ſmall comfort unto mee, that a great number of Gentlemen 
and Merchants of good accompt (as ell of ths realme as of forreine 
[nations ) hauc taken -in good part ſuchentertainment of pleaſure , as 
2 poore abilitie was able to affoord them, both by the exerciſe of Mu- 
EAI? ity e daily uſed in my honſe,and by farniſhing them with Bookes of 
that kinde yeerely ſent me out of Italy and other places, which beeing for the moſt part 
Ttalian Songs, are for ſweetnes of Aire,wverie wellliked of all, but moſt in account with. 
them that underſtand that language. Asfor the x of tbey doe either not ſing thews at 
all, or at theleaft with litle delight . Andalbeit there be ſome Engliſh ſenes lately ſct 
forth by agreat Maiſter of Muſicke, which far Skill and ſ.: eetries may content the moſt 
curions : yet becauſe they are not many in number quenaelighted with varietie, haue 
wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whoſe cauſe chiefiy 1 endeucured to get into my hands 
all ſach Engliſh Songs as werepraiſe worthie, ana among#t others, Thad the hap to find. 
12 the hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fue yeeres agoe bya Gentleman for his priuate delight, (as not lonig before cer-. 
taine Napolitans had been enzliſhed by averie honourable petſonage,and noiv 4 Coun 
cellour of eftate,"r hereof 1haue ſeene ſome but neuer poſſeſſed any;) tA nd finding the 
ſame to be ſingulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe Igathered them, but: 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and ot her great WAuficiens,' who affirmed the accent of the 
words to be well mainteined, the deſcant not hindred, (though [ome ferre notes altred) ' 
and in eucrie place the due decorum kept :  1as ſo bolde ( beeing well acquainted with 
the Gentleman) as ts entreate the reſt, who nillingly gauc apo as he had (for of 
ſome he kept no Copies ), and alſo ſome ather more lately done at the requeſt of his parti= _? 
cular friends. New when the ſame were ſeene to ariſe to a inſt number, ſufficient 10 *$ 
furniſh a great ſet of Books, atuers of my ve) a-Pij Wi oſs with great inſtance .. 
to haye thewn printed,whereunto Ir: as as willing as the reft,but could nener obtaine the. ? 
Gentlemans conſent, though 1ſouzht it by many great meanes. For hu anſwer was ener, 
that thoſe trifles being but an idle mans exerciſe, of an idle ſubieft, 1; ritten onely for 
priuate recreation, would bluſh to be ſeenc other i-iſe then by tn; ilight pnuch moreto be. 
brought into the common view of all men. And ſeeing me ſtill importunate, he tooke his 
SM  pennez 


: | The Ep iſtle dedicatorie. 
penne,and with an obitinate reſelution of his former ſpeech, wrote zn one of the Boukes 
theſe verſes of the Poet Marital. 6 | 


Seras tutior ibis ad lucernas, 

Hzc hora eſt tua, dum furit Lyzus, 
Dum regnat roſa,dum madent capilli, 
Tum te vel 1igidi legant Catones. 


Wherefore I kept them (or the moſt of them) for a long time by mee, not preſuming 
to put my ſickle 11 an other mans corne, till ſuch time as Theard, that the ſame beeing 
diſperſed into many mens hands, were by ſome perſons altogither unknowen to the 0y= 
ner,like to be publi,hed in Print. Which made mee aduentare to ſet this worke in hand, 
he beeing neither priute nor preſent, nor ſo neere this place as by any reaſonable meanes 
1 could giue him notice. W herein though he may take a iuſt offence that 1 haue lard opens 
hu labours wathout his licence : yet ſince they were in hazard to come abroad by ſtraun+ 
gers, lame and vnper fett by meanes of falſe Copies, T hope that this which Thaue done to 
auordeagreater ill, ball deſerue a more fauourable excuſe. But ſeeking yet a ſtronger 
ring tomybow, thought good in all humble and duerifull fort to offer my felfe and my 
bold attempt tothe defence and protedtion of your Lordibip, to whoſe honourable hands 


T preſent the ſame. Aſſuring my ſelfe, that ſo great « the loue and - agg which bee 
beareth to your L.as the view of yourname m the Front of the Bookes, will take avay- 
all diſpleaſure and wnkindnes from mee. And although ths may be thought a greater 
boldnes then the firſt ( I being not any way able to doe your L. ſuch a ſeruice, as may de» 
ſerne ſo great a fauour ) yet Thope theſe Songs being hitherto well eſteemed of all,ſhalbe 
foreearded your L.as I for them,and they for themſelues, ſhall not be thought wawors« 


thie of your honourable defence. With which hope 1 humbly commit your L. to the pro« 
zectionof the Almightie: wiſhing tothe ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your true 
wvertue Aeriued from ſo noble and renowmed. Anceſtors doeih worthelp aeſerne. © 


| From London the firſt of Oftober.15 88, 
| Your Lordſhp's 
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To the right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbor, ſonne and heire ro 
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that kinde yeerely ſent me out of Ntaly and other places, which becing for the moſt part 
lalian Songs, are for ſreetnes of Aire,wverie well liked of all, but moſt inaccount with 
themihat underſtand that language. As for the reſt, they doe either not ſing them at 
all, or at the leaſt rrith litle delight . And albeit there be ſome Engliſh ſongs lately ſet 
oth by agreat Maiſter of Muſicke, which for skill and ſweetnes may content the moſt 
exrious : yet becauſe they are not many in number zen delighted with varietie, haue 
wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whoſe cauſe chiefly 1 endeuonred to get mito my hands 
allſuch Engliſh Songs as were praiſe worthie, andamong# others, Thad the hap to find 
inthe hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fine yeeres agoe by a Gentleman for his prinate delight, (as not long before cer- 
taine N okirans dad been engtiſhed by a verie honourable perſonage,and now a Coun- 
cellour of eſtate, : hereof I haue ſcene ſome but neuer poſſeſſed any.) eA nd finding the 
ame to be ſugulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe Igathered them, but 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great Muſiciens, who affirmed the accent of ihe 
words to be well mainteined, the deſcant not hindred, (though ſome fewe notes alirea) 
and in encrie place the duc decorum kept : 1was ſo bolde (beeing well acquainteawith 
the Gentleman) as to entreate the reſt, who willingly gane me ſuch as he had (for of 
ſome he kept no Copies ) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his parti- 
cular friends, New when the ſame were ſeene toariſe toa inſt number, ſufficient to 
urniſh a great ſet of Books, diners of my friends aforeſaid,required with great inſtance 
to have thens printed, whereunto I was as willing as the reſt,but could neuer obtaine the 
Gentlemans conſent, though 1ſought it by many great meanes. For his anſwer was eucr, . 
pat thoſe trifles being but an idle mans exerciſe, of an idle ſubiect, written onely for 
Priuate recreation, would bluſh to be ſeene other iſe then by twilight gnuch more to be 
brought into the common view of all men. And ſeeing me ſtill importunate, he tooke his 
Att. penne, 
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penne,and with an ob#inate reſolution of hus former ſpeech, wrote in one of the Bogky 
theſe verſes of the Poet Marital, 


— 


Seras tutior 1bis ad lucernas, 
Hec hora eſt tna,dum furit Lyzus, 

— Dumregnatroſa,dum madent capillt, 
Tum te vel rigidi legant Catones. 


Wherefore 1 kept them (or the moſt of them) for a long time by mee, not preſuminz 
to put my ſickle in an other mans corne, till ſuch time as I heard, that the ſame beeing 
diſperſed into many mens hands, were 7 ſome perſons altogither unknowen to the oy. 
ner, like to be publijhed in Print. Which made mee aduenture to ſet this worke in hand, 
he beeine neither prinie nor preſent, nor ſo neere this place as by any reaſonable meane; 
1 could giue himnotice. Wherein though he may take a iuſt offence that I haue laid open 
hu labours without hts licence : yet ſince they were in hazard to come abroad by ſtraun. 
gers, lame and unperfect by meanes of falſe Copies, T hope that this which Ihaue donety 
auoide agreater ill, ſhall deſerue a more fauourable excuſe, But ſeeking yet a ſtronger 

- ſtring to mybow, Ithought good in all humble and duetifull ſort to offer my ſelfe _ 
| bold attempt tothe defence and protettion of your Lordjhip, to whoſe honourable hank 


T preſent the ſame, Aſſuring my ſelfe, that ſo great i the loue and _—_— which het 
beareth to your L. as thewiew of your name m the Front of the Bookes, will take awy 
all diſpleaſure and unkinanes frommee. And althouch this may be thought a greatt 
boldnes then the firſt (I "m—_ not any way able to doe your L. ſuch a ſernice, as x - 

0 f all, ſhatht 


ſerue ſogreat a fauour ) yet Thope theſe Songs being hitherto well eſteemed of all, 

ſoregarded fone L.as I for them,and they for themſelues, ſhall not be thought unwor- 
thie of your honourable defence. With which hope I humbly commit your L. tothe pri 
erection of the Almightie : wiſhing to the ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your ir 


wvertue deriued from ſo noble and renowmed Anceſtors doeth worthely deſerne. 
From London the firſt of Oftober.15 88, OED 
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To the right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbor, fonne and heire ro 


the right nobie 8 puifſant George Earle of Shrewesbury, Wafhford and Wa- 
rerford ,Farle Marſhal of England, Lord Talbot, Furniuall, Verdune.Louetott, 
&Strange of Blackmeere,one of hir Maicſties moſt honorable privie councel, 
Iuſtice of the forreſts and chaſes by north the riuer of Trent,and 
knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter, Ni- 


cholas Yong wiſheth increaſe of honour, 
_ with all happineſle, 


Tgoht honourable, ſince Ifirſt began to keepe houſe in this Citie, it hath 
#lbecn no ſmall comfort unto mee, that agreat number of Gentlemen 
and*Merchants of good accompt ( as well of thus realme as of forreine 
nations) hane taken ingood part ſuch entertainment of pleaſure , ts 
M __ abilitie was able to affoord them,both by the exerciſe of Mn- 
Pn ' e daily uſed in my houſe,and by furniſhing them with Bookes of 
that kinde yeerely ſent me ont of Italy and other places, which becing for the moſipars 
Italian Songs, are for ſweetnes of Aire,wverie well liked of all, but moſt in account with 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt they doe either not ſing them at 
all, or at the leaſt with litle delight . Andalbeit there be ſome Engliſh ſongs lately ſet 
forth by a great Maiſter of Muſicke, which for skill and ſreetnes may content the moſt 
curious : yet becauſe they are not many in number gnen delighted with varietie, hane 
wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whos cauſe chiefly 1 endenuourcd to get into my hands 
alſach Engliſh Songs as were praiſe worthie, and among#t others, Thad the hap to find 
inthe hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Maarigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fiue yeeres agoe by a Gentleman for his prinate delight, (as not long before cer- 
taine Napolitans had been enzlijhed byaverie honourable perſonage,and now a Conn- 
cellar of eſtate,whercef Thane ſeene ſome but neaer poſſeſſed any.) e A nd finding the 
ſame to be ſingulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe Tgathered them, bus 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great. Muſiciens, who affirmed the accent of 1he 
words to be well mainteined, the deſcant nat hindred, (though ſome fewe notes altred) 
ad ineucrie place the dne decorum kept : 1was ſo bolde (beeing well acquainted with 
the Gentleman) as to entreate the reſt, who willingly gauc ay oxi he had (for of 
ſome he kept no Copies ) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his parts- 
cular friends, Now when the ſame were ſeene to ariſe to a inſt number, ſufficient to 
furniſh a great ſet of Books, diners of my friends ab. apes wn with great inſtance 
to have them printed gwhereunto Iwas as willing as the reſt,but could nener obtaine the 
Centlemans conſent, thourh 1ſought it by many great meanes. For his anſwer was ener, 
that thoſe trifles being but an idle mans exerciſe, of an idle ſubie&?, written onely for 
Private recreation, would bluſh to be ſeene otherwiſe then by twilight nach more to be 
brought into the common view of all men. And ſecing me ſtill importunate, he tooke his 
Act. perne, 


__  TheEpiſtle/dedicatorie. 5 20 
penne,and with an ob#inate reſolution of his former ſpeech, wrote in one of the Bagky 
theſe verſes of the Poet Marial. | 


 Seras tutior ibis ad lucernas, . 
Hec hora eſt tua,dum furit Lyzus, 
Dum regnat roſa,dum madent capilli, 
Tum te vel rigidi legant Catones. 


* 


Wherefore I kept them (or the moſt of ew) for a long time by mee, not preſuming 
7o put my ſickle in an other mans corne, till ſuch time as Theard, that the ſame beeing 
aiſper ſed into many mens bands, were by ſome perſons altogither unknowen to theoy. 
ner, like to be publijhedin Print.W bich made mee aduenture to ſetthis worke in hand, 
he becing neither prinieor preſent, nor ſo neere this place as by anyireaſonable meant 

T could gine him notice. Wherein though he may take a inſt offencegthat Ihane laid ogen 
hu labours without his licence : yet [once they were in hazard to come abroad by ſtraun. 
gers, lame and vnperfett by meanes of falſe Copies, T hope that thiswhich Thane doneta 
auoide agreater ill, ſhall deſerue a more fauourable excuſe. But ſeeking yet a ſtronger 
firing to my bow, I thought good in all humble and duerifull ſort tooffer my ſelfe and m 
bold attempt to the defence and protetFionof your Lordjhih, to whoſe honourable hanu 
T preſent the ſame, Aſſuring my ſelfe, that ſo.great is the loue enrfaitng which het 
beareth to your L. as thewiew of your name 1mm the Front of the Bookes, will take wy 
all diſpleaſure and unkinanes from mee. And although this may be thaught a greater 
 bolanes then the firſt ( T being not any way able to doe your L. ſuch afermce, as may tte 
ſerue ſogreat afauonr ) yet Thope theſe Songs being hitherts well efteemied of all, ſhale. 
foreearded of your L.as I for them,and they for themſelues, ſhallnot be thought vnnor- 
#hie of your honoarable defence. With which hope 1 humbly commit your'L. to thepro- 
zection of the Almightie : wiſhing tothe ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your itK 
wertue derined from ſo noble and renowmed Anceſtors doeth worthely deſerne. 
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To the right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbot, ſonne and heire to 
the right noble & puiſſant George Earleof Shrewesbury, Waſhford and Wa- 
terford, Earle Marſhal of England, Lord Talbot, Furniuall,Verdune, Louetott, 
& Strange of Blackmeere,one of hir Maieſtics moſt honorable privie councel : 

Iuſtice of the forreſts and chaſes by north the river of Trent,and 
knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter, Ni- 
cholas Yong wiſheth increaſe of honour, 
with all happineſle, 


[2 Ight honourable, ſince I firſt began to keepe houſe in this Citie, it hath 
($ INV | been 320 ſmall comfort onto mee, that a "ors number of Gentlemen 
* and Merchants of good accompt (as well of this realme as of. forreine 
$ , nations) haue taken in.good part ſuch entertainment of pleaſure , as 
17729 pore abilitie was able to affoord them,both by the exerciſe of Mu- 
IJ2 'o e daily uſed in my houſe,and by furnjſhingthem with Bookes of 
that kinde yeerely ſent me out of Italy and other places, which becing for the moſt part 
Julian Songs, are for ſweetnes of Aire,werie well liked of all, but moſt in account with 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt they doe either not ſing them at 
all, or at the leaſt with litle delight». © Andalbeit there be ſome Engliſh ſongs lately ſet 
forth by agreat Maiſter of Muſicke, which for skill and ſweetnes may content the moſt 
ehrious :-yet becauſe they are not many in number men delighted with varietie, haue 
wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whoſe cauſe.chiefly 1 endeuoured to get into my hands 
allſuch Engliſh Songs 4s werepraiſe worthie., and amongitothers, Thad the hap to find 
inthe hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fiue yeeres agoe by a Gentleman for his prinate delight, (as not-long before cer- 
ame Napolitans Jad been enzliſhed byaverie honourable perſonage,and now a Conn- 
eellou fea e, whereof I haue ſcene ſome hut neuer poſſeſſed any.) &A ae pr ou] the 
ſame to be ſingulerly well liked, not ontly of thoſe for whoſe cauſe Igathered them, but 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great MuſitWs,-mho affirmed the —_— ihe 
words to be well mainteined, the deſcantaot hindred, (though ſome fewe notes altred) 
endinencrieplace the duc decorum kept : 1was ſo bolde (beeittig well acquainted with 
the Gentleman) as to entreate the reſt, who willingly gane EO he had (for of 
ſome he kept no Copies ) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of hs parts- 


cular friends. Now when the ſame were ſeene to ariſe to a iuſt number, ſufficient 10 

furniſh a great ſet of Books, diners of my friends aforeſaid,required with great inſtance 
lo baue them printed whereunto Iwas as willing as the reſt,but could nener obtaine the 
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a" "2 wit. 


To the right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbor, ſonne and heire to 
the right noble & puiſlant George Earle of Shrewesbu ry, Waſhford and Wa- 
terſord, Farle Marſhal of England, Lord Talbor, Furniuall, Verdune,Louetoft, - 
& Strange of Blackmeere,one of hir Maieſties moſt honorable privie councel, 
Luſtice of the forreſts and chaſes by north the river of Trent,and 
knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter, Ni- 
cholas Yong. wiſheth increaſe of honour, 
with all happineſle, 


ConLR Ight honourable, ſince I firſt began to keepe houſe in this Citie, it hath 
$A [been n0 ſmall comfort unto mee, that agreat number of Gentlemen 
and Merchants of good accompt (as wellof this realme as of forreine 

$ nations) haue taken in good part ſuch entertainment of pleaſure, as 
SIEZ) m_ abilitie was able to affoord them,both by the exerciſe of Mu- 

tcke daily ufed in my houſe,and by furniſhing them with Bookes of 

that kinde yeerely ſent me out of Italy and other places, which beeing for the moſt part 
Italian Songs, are for ſrreetnes of Aire,wverie well liked of all, but moſt in account with 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt, they doe either not ſing them at 
all, or at the leaſt with litle delight . Andalbeit there be ſome Engliſh ſongs lately ſet 
forth by agreat Maiſter of Muſicke, which for slill and ſveetnes may content the moſt 
curious : yet becauſe they are not many in number nen delighied with varietie, haue 
wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whoſe cauſe chiefly I endenourcd to get into my hands 
all ſuch Engliſh Songs as were praiſe worthie, and among# others, I had the hap to find 
inthe hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Maarigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fiue yeeres agoe by a Gentleman for his priuate delight, (as not long before cer- 
taine N apolitans Jad been enzliſhed byawerie honourable perſonage,andnowa Coun- 
cellour of eſtate, hereof Thane ſeene ſome but neuer poſſeſſed any.) A nd finding the 
ſame to be ſingulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe Igathered them, but 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great Muſiciens, who affirmed the accent of the 
words to be well mainteined, the deſcant not hinared, (though ſome fewe notes altred) 
and incucric place the due decorum kept : 1was ſo bolde (beeing well acquainted with 
the Genileman ) as to entreate the reſt, who willingly gaue me ſuch as he had (for of 
ſome he kept no Copies) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his parti- 
cular friends. Now when.the ſame were ſeene 10 ariſe to a iuſt number, ſufficient to 
furniſh a great ſet of Books, diuers of my friends #5: 965 wes with great inſtance 
to have them printed, whereunto Iwas as willing as the reſt,but could neuer obtaine the 
= Gentlemans conſent, though 1ſought it by many great meancs. For his anſ ver was ener, + 
that thoſe trifles being but an idle mans exerciſe, of an idle ſubie, written oncly for 
prinate recreation, would bluſh tobe ſeene otherwiſe then by twilight pnuch more to be 


\ brought into the common view of all men. And ſeeing me ſtill importunate, he tooke his 
Att. ) pexue,z 


The Ep iftle dedicatorie. 


penne,and with an obitinate reſolution of his former ſpeech, wrote in one of the Bookes 


” 


theſe verſes of the Poet Martial. 


Seras tutior ibis ad lucernas, 
Hzc hora eſt tua, dum furit Lyzus, 
Dum regnat roſa, dum madent capilli, 
Tum te vel rigidi legant Catones. 


Wherefore I kept them (or the moſt of them) for a long time by mee, not preſumin 
to put FA in t, other mans corne, till yu/ku Lrbead that the Ya wo: 
aifþer ſed into many mens hands, were by ſome perſons altogither unknowen to the ow. 
ner, like to be publiſhed in Print. Which made mee aduenture to ſet this worke in hand, 
he beeing neither priuie nor preſent, nor ſo neere this place as by any reaſonable meanes 
1 could gine him notice. Wherein though he may take a iuſt offence $hat I hae laidopen 
bis labours without his licence : yet ſince they were in hazard to come abroad by traun- 
gers, lame and unperfett by meanes of falſe Copies, T hope that this which Thaue done to 
auoide a greater ill, ſhall deſerue a more fauourable excuſe. But ſecking yet a ſtronger 
ſtring to my bow, I thought good in all humble and duetifull ſort to offer my ſelfe __ my 
bold attempt tothe defence and protettion of your Lordſhip, to whoſe honourable hands 
1 preſent the ſame. Aſſuring my ſelfe, that ſo great i the loue and fri which hee 
beareth to your L. as the view of your name in.the Front of the Bookes, will take away 
all diſpleaſure and unkinanes from mee: And although this may be thought a greater 
boldnes then the firſt ( 1 being not any way able to doe your L. ſuch a ſermce, as may de- 

ſerne fo great a fauour) get 1 hope theſe Songs being hitherto well eſteemed of all, als 
ſoregarded ; your L. as PF for them,and they for themſelues, ſhallnot be thought vnwor- 
thie of your honourable defence. With which hope I humbly commit your L. tothe pro- 
rettion of the Almizhtie : wiſhing to the ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your true 
wvertue deriued from ſo noble and renowmed Anceſtors doeth worthely deſerne, 
From London the firſt of Oftober.15 88, 


Your Lordſhp's 
moſt humble 
at commandement, 
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To the _ —_— Gilberr Lord Talbor, ſonne and heire ro 
the right noble & puillant.George Earle of Shrewesbury, Waſhford and Wa- 
terford,Farle Marſhal of England, Lord Talbot, Forniuall. Verdune;Lovetofs, 
& Strange of Blackmeere,one of hir Maicſties moſthonorable privie counce! 

Juſtice of the forreſts and chaſes by north the riuer of Trent,and ; 

knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter, Ni- ; 
cholas Yong wiſheth increaſe of honour, 
with all happineſle, 


Ight honourable, ſince 1firſt began to keepe houſe in this Citie, it hath 
been no ſmall comfort unto mee, that a great number of Gentlemen 
and Merchants of, good accompt ( as well of this realme as v orreine 
nations) haue taken ingood part ſuch entertainment of pleaſure , as 
[wy {api abilitie was able to affoord them, both by the exerciſe of Mu- 
ENF» [ike daily ſed in my houſe,and by furniſhing them with Bookes of 
that kinde. yeerely ſent me out of Italy and other Sor which beeing for the moſt part 
Italian Songs, are for ſweetnes of Aire,wverie well liked of all, but moſt in account with 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt, they doe either not ſing them at 
all, or at the leaſt with litle delight . Andalbeit there be ſome Engliſh ſongs lately ſet 
forth by agreat Maiſter of Muſicke, which for kill and ſveetnes may content the moſt 
curious : yet becauſe they are not many in number, men delighted with warietie, haue 
wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whaſs cauſe chiefly I endeuonred toget into my hands 
allfuch Engliſh Songs as were praiſe worthie, and among#t others, Thad the hap to find 
inthe hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fiue yeeres 4goe by a Gentleman for his prinate delight, (as not long before cer- 


taine N þ + wap l 


ad been enzliſhed by a verie honourable perſonage,and now a Cenn- 
cellour of eſtate, hereof I haue ſeene ſome but neuer poſſeſſed any.) A nd finding the 
ſame to be ſingulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe Igathered them, but 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great Muſiciens, who affirmed the accent of the 
words to be well mainteined, the deſcant not hindred, (though ſome fewe notes altrea) 
and in eucrie place the due decorum kept : 1 was ſo bolde (beeing well acquainted with 
the Gentleman) as to entreate the reſt, who willingly gauc me ſuch as he had (for of 
ſeme he kept no Copies) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his parit- 
cular friends, Now when the ſame were ſeene to ariſe to inſt number, ſufficient to 
furniſh a great ſet of Books, diners of my frienas rreſwerranree with great inſtance 
to haye them printedgwhereunto 1 was as willing as the reſt,out could ncuer obtaine the 
Gentlemans conſent, though 1ſought it by many great meancs. For his an ſrerwas ener, 
that thoſe trifles being but an idle mans exerts. of an idle ſubicft, written onely for 
Prinate recreation, would bluſh to be ſeene otherwiſe then by twilight much more to be 


brought into the common view of all men. And ſeeing me ſtill importunate, he tooke his 
AY. Penne, 


The Epiſtle dedicatorie. eps 
penne,and with anob#inate reſolution of his former ſpeech, wrote it one of the Bookes 
theſe werſes of the Poet Martial, gr EE | ”” 


Seras tutior ibis ad lucernas, .' 
Hechoraetft tua,dum furit Lyzus, 
Dum regnat roſa,dum madent capilli, 
Tum te vel rigidi legant Catones. 


Wherefore 1 kept them (or the moſt of them) for a long time by mee, not preſumin 
to put nb in ,x other mans corne, till [u vals ropes f peed that the face 
diſperſed into many mens hands, were by ſome perſons altogither vnknowen to the ow. 
ner, like to be publiſhed in Print. Which made mee aduenture to ſet this worke in hand, 
 hebeering neither prinie nor preſent, nor ſoneere this place as by any reaſonable meanes 
.* 1couldgine him notice. Wherein though he may take a inſt offence that Þ hane laid open 
hu labours without his licence : yet ſince they were in hazard to come abroad by ſtraun- 
gers, lame and unperfett by meanes of falſe Copies, T hope that this which Thane done to 
auoide agreater ill, ſhall deſerue a more fauourable excuſe, But ſeeking yet a ſtrotger 
ſtring to mybow, I thought good in all humble and duetifull ſort to offer my ſelfe and my 
bold attempt tothe defence and protection of your Lordjhip,to whoſe honourable hands 
T preſent the ſame. Aſſuring my ſelfe, that ſo great is the loue and a | oye” which hee 
beareth to your L. as the view of your name in the Front of the Bookes, will take away 
all diſpleaſure «nd vnkinanes from mee. And although this may be thought a greater 
boldnes then the firſt (1 being not any way able to doe your L.ſuch a ſeruice, as may de- 
ferne ſo great a fauonr ) yet Thope theſe Songs being hitherto well eſteemed of all, ſhalbe 
fo regarded of your L.as I for them,and they for themſelues, ſhall not be thought unwor- 
thie of your honourable defence. With which hope I humbly commit your L. to the pro- 
reftion of the Almightie : wiſhing to the ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your true 
vertue derined oy ſo noble and renowmed Anceſtors doeth worthely deſerne, 


From London the firſt of Oftober,1 5 88. 
' Your Lordſhp's 
moſt humble 
_ at commandement, 


N. Yonge. 
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